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And now?
The Presbytery of the James
October 24, 2020
The Ministry Collarborative
a project of the Macedonian Ministry Foundation
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Over the last 10+ years, our growing number is concurrent with a growing diversity of backgrounds,
perspectives, and experiences represented in our cohorts. This diversity has proven to be an
indispensable strength of the program, affording deep learning and sustained formation that is often
nothing less than life changing.
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Tuesday Blog: Ministry Leadership Articles
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Thursday: Church Board Leadership Articles

6

Link to Sign Up & Receive
Our Weekly Resources!
http://eepurl.com/dMZ1nY
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• Wednesday, October 28 - 2 PM ET – The Incredible Challenge of Navigating Ministry
During a Pandemic in this Election Season. (Jennifer Maxell, Amy Miracle, Elliott
Robinson, and Trey Haddon.)
• Wednesday, November 4 - 2 PM ET – Election Hang-over Edition with TMC Staff
• Wednesday, November 11 - 2 PM ET – Missional Theology in Days Like These (Darrell
Guder, Aisha Brooks-Lytle, Melanie Marsh-Baum, Thomas Daniel, and Kevin Haah)
• Wednesday, November 18 - 2 PM ET – Small(er) Church Ministry (Taylor Hartman, Amy
Wiles, Esta Jarrett, Gad Mpoyo, Ian McMullen, Barrett Payne, among others.)
• Monday, November 23 - 2 PM ET – Tod Bolsinger discussing his new book, “Tempered
Resilience.”
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•

New Hope

•

New Amsterdam

•

New Harmony

•

New Ulm

•

New Britain

•

New England

•

New Haven

•

New Windsor

•

New Berlin

•

New Territory

•

New Brighton

•

New York

•

Newtown

•

New Scotland

•

New London

•

New Orleans

•

New Providence

•

New Brunswick
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Andy Crouch et al - March 2020
•

“Leading Beyond the Blizzard: Why Every
Organization is Now a Startup”

•
•
•

Blizzard
Winter
Ice Age
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Revealing
+
Accelerating
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Choosing a holy struggle…
(Thank you to Praxis: “Strategies for Winter: Redemptive Leadership in Survival Times”)

•

What have we lost?

•

What did we assume?

•

What wants to emerge?
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What have we lost?
•

What were we on the verge on discovering
or accomplishing before the pandemic?
What needs to move forward in different
ways now?

•

What was possible before that may not be
possible for some time - if ever?

•

What seemed important before…that feels
unnecessary - or at least out of place - now?
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What did we assume?
•

What was undervalued before that may
hold greater value now?

•

What mattered about geography
before that no longer matters?

•

What margin (or lack of margin) was
built into our old model of doing
church? What is abundant now? What
is scarce now…that was not before?
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Romans 8:22-27
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until
now; 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits
of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of
our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not
hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25 But if we hope for what we do not
see, we wait for it with patience.

•

22

•

26

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to
pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for
words. 27 And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of
God.
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N.T. Wright:
“We have lived too long in a world - and tragically in a Church - where
the wills and affections of human beings are regarded as sacrosanct as
they stand, where God is required to command what we already love,
and to promise what we already desire.”
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So what now…what are we learning?
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•

Do less, go deeper

•

God loves the world more than God loves the church

•

Fall in love with leading change

•

“Sit and get” is over - now is the time of “contend and send”

•

“We don’t rise to the occasion, we sink to level of our training”

•

Faith formation…(Know Why vs Know How)

•

Prime opportunity to re-introduce ourselves to our culture…

•

…as a place of care, community, connection, depth, and equity

What wants to emerge?
•

What is urgent, for the sake of the gospel, for our
congregation now?

•

What don’t we know that we need to know?

•

What is a unique role for our congregation right
now?

•

How should we not “waste the crisis?”
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Pauli Murray
1910-1985

Hope is a song in a weary throat.
Give me a song of hope
And a world where I can sing it.
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