Your name and address here
_________________ (Date)
Name of your State Senator or Delegate
Address
Dear Delegate or Senator ________,
I am writing to ask that you work for change in our criminal juvenile justice system. I
have learned that there is an opportunity to advance legislation that would move the responsibilities of the Department of Juvenile Justice to the Secretary of Health & Human Services. I am convinced that the switch would go a long way in changing how our Commonwealth responds to these young people. It is my hope that this legislation would shift the public understanding of the needs of traumatized youth and would result in better outcomes for communities around Virginia. I also believe this is a step towards ending racialized policing and mass incarceration.
I note that such legislation is already the practice in states like California, which enabled them to be more responsive to the COVID pandemic. In Virginia, Bon Air Juvenile Correctional Center had the largest outbreak of COVID-19 in the country in a juvenile facility. This highlights the need for a health-based approach to juvenile justice, for both the well-being of the youth and our community.  
I also urge you to support the establishment of small juvenile detention centers throughout our Commonwealth. At present, there is only one detention center in Bon Air, which means that detainee family members may have to travel quite a distance (and at quite an expense, too) for visits. Psychological professionals tell us that support of family members is crucial to youths’ moral, spiritual, and educational development. I believe that more than punishment, the Commonwealth’s goal should be the eventual return of these detainees to society as fully engaged and productive citizens.    

I am sure that like me, you are wanting to affect change in our state regarding our incarcerated youth. Please let me know how I can support you in making these changes. I remain thankful for your leadership in our Commonwealth.  
Sincerely, 
________________________________

Your name here
