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Our Change
Can Make a
Change

What can a nickel buy?
In today’s economy,
not much.
But five cents can
have a big impact
when we join our
nickels together.

A small portion of donations support
advocacy groups related to hunger, like
Bread for the World and Virginia Hunger
Solutions.

In 2018, our congregations contributed
$68,153 to the Hunger Ministry.

Five cents a meal comes to $4.50 monthly
per person. A small amount, yes, but one that
creates big change.

Locally, these include church emergency
food centers, school back-pack programs,
and county food pantries.

monthly contribution per person at
five cents a meal

$68,153

Other funds support efforts to eliminate
the causes of hunger, such as agricultural
training so that recipients can become selfsufficient.

The Hunger Ministry of Presbytery of the
James invites you to give five cents for each
meal you enjoy to relieve hunger locally and
globally.

The majority of funds distributed by
the Hunger Ministry each year provide
emergency food relief to people in need.

$4.50

Hunger Ministry grants also support
nutrition and food programs internationally,
in countries such as Guatemala, Haiti,
Kenya, Mexico, and Myanmar.

Learn how you can help others through
the presbytery’s Hunger Ministry and view
2019 grantees at presbyteryofthejames.com/
hunger.

When you give to POJ’s Hunger Ministry, you support
projects like these
Advocacy efforts to improve
access to free breakfast and lunch
programs for qualifying Virginia
schools

Community grain banks for
food security in Cameroon
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amount contributed in 2018
by Presbytery of the James
congregations

How to participate
Start or increase a Five Cents a
Meal offering at your church
Make a personal gift and send it to
the presbytery to address hunger
Invite the presbytery’s Hunger
Ministry to give a Minute for Mission
in your worship service
Learn more about the
presbytery’s Hunger Ministry at
presbyteryofthejames.com/hunger

Snacks to support education
for child laborers in
Guatemala
Seeds for farmers in Haiti after
hurricanes left them with nothing

Protein-enriched drinks for
at-risk children in Kenya
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STATED MEETING: FEBRUARY 16, 2019

Three Chopt Warmly Welcomes Presbytery
The 101st Stated Meeting of the
Presbytery of the James took place
on Saturday, February 16, 2019, at
Three Chopt Presbyterian Church
in Richmond. As it was my first
meeting, the commissioners and
guests were quite gracious as we
navigated the work together. Thank
you for your warm welcome. I look
forward with joy to being in your
churches and preaching as often as
I am able.
One of the gifts of the Spirit is
hospitality and the members
and staff of Three Chopt outdid
themselves. They salted the
sidewalks following snow and sleet
and provided a delicious meal and
scrumptious snacks. Thank you
Three Chopt for a job well done.
Some of the highlights of the
meeting included:
• Welcoming two new minister
members: Rev. James Taneti,
director of the Syngman
Rhee Global Mission Center
for Christian Education
and assistant professor of
World Christianity at Union
Presbyterian Seminary; Rev.
Fred Holbrook, interim general
presbyter and stated clerk, POJ.
• Recognizing ordination
anniversaries for minister
members including three who
celebrate 65 years of ordination:
William S. Metzel, H. Davis
Yeuell, and Tom Lowman.
• Worshiping and studying Acts
6:1-7 with Rev. Frances Taylor
Gench, Herbert Worth and
Annie H. Jackson professor of
Biblical interpretation at Union
Presbyterian Seminary.

Delegation whose trip to Haiti
was too unsafe at this time.
“O God of Haiti, deliver your
children.”
• A presentation by Martha
Reisner, consultant with the
Board of Pensions, PC(USA).
The business of the day included the
following matters:
• Approved the October 20, 2018
POJ Minutes.
• Elected Rev. R. Charles
Grant to Synod’s Jubilee Fund
Committee, Class of 2019.
• Elected William Neal (First,
Richmond) to Connections &
Care Team, Class of 2020.
• Elected Rev. Ann Cherry to
Committee on Preparation for
Ministry, Class of 2021.
• Elected Gwendolyn Young
(First United) to Committee on
Preparation for Ministry, Class
of 2020.
• Granted Honorable retirement
to two ministers and Member at
Large status to three.
• Validated the position of
hospice chaplain for Ascend
Hospice.
• Validated the position of
program and communication
manager for More Light
Presbyterians.
• Acted on the ten amendments
to the Book of Order 2017-2019
sent to the presbytery by the
General Assembly.
• Approved adding the
Supplemental Death Benefit
to the terms of call for Fred
Holbrook.

• Installing Rev. Diane Prevary
as 2019 moderator of POJ and
Christian Educator Leigh Anne
Ring as 2019 vice-moderator.
Special thanks to retiring
moderator John McE. Garrett
was extended.

• Received, as a first reading,
the documents supporting the
incorporation of Camp Hanover
effective on or after July 1,
2019. The recommendation to
approve will be on the agenda
for the June 18 meeting.

• Prayers for Haiti, for Cindy
Corell, and for the POJ

• Approved the report of the
Administrative Commission

for the Greenwood Church,
Chesterfield, including
dissolving the congregation
and transferring its members to
congregations of their choice.
The presbytery was led in
prayer by Rev. Gordon Mapes.
• Heard a report and presentation
from the Hunger Ministry
(Ruling Elder Leslie Buchanan)
and the Social Justice Ministry
(Rev. Carla Pratt Keyes).
• Heard a report from the
Leadership Connections Team
(Rev. Lisa Salita, moderator)
including a video prepared by
the Collegiate Ministries (Rev.
Shannon Waite Hendricks of
UMW and Rev. Alex Fischer

of VCU) that is available on the
POJ website.
• Approved the sermon and
examination of Evan T.
Wildhack to be ordained and
installed as pastor of Bethlehem
Church, Mechanicsville. Also
approved the Commission who
are given the joy of leading that
worship service on Saturday,
March 23, at 11:00 a.m. at
Bethlehem Church.
In Christ’s Service,

Fred A. Holbrook
Interim General Presbyter
and Stated Clerk

UPCOMING PRESBYTERY MEETINGS
June 18, 2019 ................ First Church, Charlottesville
October 19, 2019 .......... New Hanover Church, Mechanicsville

Growing
Generous
Stewards
Develop your stewardship ministry by
growing generous stewards. Empower your
congregation to use the time, talents, and
finances God has entrusted to them.
Saturday, March 23
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Three Chopt Presbyterian Church
Richmond
$15.00 per person
includes lunch for in-person attendees

Register online at
tithe.ly/event-registration/#/523760
Select in-person or simulcast.
Co-sponsored by

The Vine

Hebron PC Marks
175 Years
The congregation of Hebron Presbyterian Church in ManakinSabot celebrated its 175th anniversary in 2018. Over the weekend
of October 19-21, the church held festivities including a concert on
Friday evening and a special service of worship and a luncheon on
Sunday.
Former pastor Rev. Dr. Charles Mann preached to a sanctuary
filled nearly to capacity. The choir sang an anthem by Keith Tan
that was commissioned specially for the occasion.
The congregation was organized in November 1843 as Dover
Presbyterian, with the name later changed to Hebron. The
sanctuary, constructed in 1846, is still in use today.
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COLLEGIATE MINISTRIES

New Campus Minister
Called to VCU
Rev. Alex Fischer became the campus minister for UKirk at Virginia
Commonwealth University (VCU) in August 2018. A recent graduate
of Union Presbyterian Seminary, he has enjoyed getting to know the
students.
“I feel so fortunate and blessed to be their pastor and to be doing
ministry with them,” he shared.
UKirk @ VCU meets Thursday nights at Second Presbyterian Church
in downtown Richmond, just minutes from VCU’s campus.
After enjoying a meal
provided by volunteers,
the students participate in
worship, discussions, or fun
activities like playing board
games or watching a movie.
A coffee hour on Wednesday
mornings is another
opportunity for fellowship,
outreach, and meaningful
conversation.
Off-campus activities such as
gathering around a camp fire
UKirk @ VCU students enjoy a hot meal
at Camp Hanover or taking
together prepared by volunteers.
a fall retreat to Lake Gaston
help the students connect
with each other and explore the world outside VCU.

(Above) Worship began with member Rod Smyth on horseback presenting the
church’s 1845 pulpit Bible to Pastor Connie Weaver. (Below) The Hebron Boys,
a local bluegrass group, were among the featured performers at a concert
celebrating the church anniversary.

Visit Hebron PC, a Historic Church with a Living Mission,
online at hebronpresbyterian.com.

Whether it’s over a cup of coffee or around the Lord’s Table, UKirk @
VCU students are dedicated and passionate about being a part of this
small-but-strong faith community.
To learn more about the UKirk @VCU ministry and how you or
your congregation can support it, visit ukirkrva.org or facebook.
com/ukirkrva/.

Campus minister Alex Fischer (center front) encourages UKirk @ VCU students to
explore the world outside the university. Here, they visit the Virginia Museum of
Fine Arts.
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CAMP HANOVER

Nine Churches Send Youth to
Annual Confirmation Retreat
In February, more than 70 participants from nine churches across the Presbyteries
of the James, National Capital, and Eastern Virginia came together for Camp
Hanover’s annual confirmation retreat to learn more about their relationship with
God as they built relationships with each other.
Rev. Caitlin Deyerle of Southminster Presbyterian Church in North Chesterfield
led the retreat, focusing on the Old Testament Hebrew prayer Shema: love the
Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and strength.
Confirmation students enjoyed learning some of the Hebrew words, and
appreciated the opportunity to connect with others in different stages of
confirmation.
“I learned new questions to ask and think about through the process,” said
Sydney, a youth participant from Fairlington Presbyterian Church in Arlington,
Virginia.
Keynote sessions, worship, communal meals, and small group discussions
encouraged students to think more about how they show love of God, neighbor,
and self.
Mary, a student from Grace Covenant in Richmond, shared, “This really opens me
up to learning more!”

Youth Council members Hannah Reasor, Molly Zweckbronner, and Elijah Keyes contributed this
article with assistance from Youth Council Director Colleen Earp.

reach forward in faith
a place apart... accessible for all

Over $460,000 in Gifts
and Pledges Received

It’s Time to Build the Dock!
For the past three years, the Camp Hanover Ministries Board has reached out to
congregations, inviting you to participate in the “Reach Forward in Faith: A Place
Apart, Accessible for All” Campaign.
Many generous congregations and kind individuals throughout the presbytery
have already contributed over $460,000 to date for much-needed renovations and
updates to the Camp Hanover waterfront, cabins, lodge, and kitchen.
We now need your congregation’s help to build the Celtic Cross dock,
boardwalk, and wheelchair accessible trail, and to renovate the cabins. Contact
Doug Walters, executive director, and organize a volunteer work group to assist
with the first stages of trail clearing, boardwalk building, and cabin renovations.
The Camp Hanover Ministry Board is also seeking additional leads for excavation
and dockwork contractors, as finding a suitable contractor has been a challenge.
Please pass contact information for leads to Doug by emailing
doug@camphanover.org.
You can still Reach Forward in Faith with your multi-year pledge, learn
about naming opportunities, and help make Camp Hanover a place apart,
accessible for all, with your financial gift by calling (804) 779-2811.

The plan adopted by the Camp Hanover Ministries Board
includes renovations to 4 cabins, updating Koinonia
lodge, replacing kitchen equipment, and revitalizing the
waterfront. Pictured above, a new Celtic Cross dock, an
emergency access drive, and a wheelchair accessible
walkway connecting the waterfront with Wise Lodge
make it possible for more people of all ages and abilities
to enjoy this sacred space.

The Vine
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CAMP HANOVER

Keeping Camp Ministry
Viable, Sustainable, and
Effective: First Reading of
Covenant and Incorporation
Documents
As changing times have presented new challenges and opportunites
for ministy, presbyteries across the PC(USA) have transitioned
their camps to incorporated structures. Following these examples,
the Camp Hanover Ministries Board believes moving to a structure
that incorporates the ministry of Camp Hanover is the key to
keeping your camp healthy, strong, relevant, and organized in a way
to best meet the challenges of operating in today’s complex world.
For the past year and a half, members of the Camp Hanover
Ministry have been researching other camp ministries, working
with legal counsel, and developing a plan for moving Camp Hanover
to an incorporated structure. At the February Presbytery of the
James stated meeting, Tim Beane, moderator of the Camp Hanover
Ministries Board, introduced drafts of Incorporation Documents
and a Covenant Agreement for a first reading. At the June
presbytery meeting, a vote will be taken on a motion to approve the
documents and incorporate Camp Hanover.
These documents have been reviewed by presbytery leadership,
and reflect the feedback members of the presbytery have provided
through discussion forums that took place at locations across the
presbytery this past November, and other conversations that have
occurred over the past year.
You can view the draft documents online and see an incorporation
timeline by visiting www.camphanover.org/incorporation.
The Articles of Incorporation, which are filed with the State
Corporation Commission, create the organization and defines Camp
Hanover’s purpose as a non-profit corporation.
The By-Laws define how an incorporated Camp Hanover will
operate. They constitute the internal rules we must follow and
ensure we comply with the Covenant Agreement.
The Covenant Agreement, in particular, deserves a close reading.
It defines the relationship between Presbytery of the James and
Camp Hanover following incorporation, affirming our historic
relationship and mutuality of purpose. It protects the Camp’s assets
by prohibiting the sale of land without presbytery approval and
limits the amount of debt that can be incurred. The Agreement
also provides that should the camp dissolve or otherwise cease to
operate, Camp Hanover’s real property reverts to the Presbytery
of the James. Continued financial support for the mission and
ministry of Camp Hanover is also spelled out in the agreement.
During March and April there will be another round of forums
to discuss the proposed incorporation and the documents. Dates
and locations will be shared on the Camp Hanover and presbytery
websites. If your congregation would like to host one of these
events, or if you have feedback you would like to offer please contact
Tim Beane by email at timothypbeane@gmail.com.

Upcoming Events

Find out more at camphanover.org.

H i g h S c h o o l R e t r e at
March
16 – 17

Overnight retreat for high school youth and their adult
leaders.

YOUTH DAY!
March
24

A time of fellowship for middle and high school youth
and their leaders. It’s free! 2 to 4 p.m.

Common Chords

March
– June

Fellowship, live music, and open jam. 7 to 10 p.m.
on the third Thursday of each month. Free. All ages.

M i d d l e S c h o o l R e t r e at
April 27
– 28

Overnight retreat for middle school youth and their
adult leaders.

CAMP FUN DAY
April 28

Get a taste summer camp! Tours, hay rides, games,
canoeing, fishing, door prizes, and more! Free event.

Family Camp
May 17
– 19

You’re never too old or too young for camp! Family
Camp is a summer camp experience for everyone!

Homecoming
Aug. 30
– Sept. 2

Alumni of all ages are invited to rekindle old
friendships, relive favorite memories, and introduce
new generations to this place apart.

Women’s Retreat
Sept. 20
– 21

Overnight retreat for women. A powerful, dynamic
experience building a closer relationship with Christ.

THE MANOVER AT HANOVER
Oct. 4
–5

Overnight retreat for men who want to do man-stuff at
camp and eat really good man-food.

Hanover Christmas
Dec. 13
& 14

A magical night of music and drama celebrating the
birth of Jesus Christ. Free event. All ages & abilities.
Overnight lodging and holiday brunch available.

Winter Camp
Dec. 28
– 30

Experience Camp Hanover during a different season.
A winter getaway for current 5th to 12th graders.
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Is Your Congregation Four for Four?
Declare your connection with the ministries of Presbyterian Church (USA) and join in
the efforts of Presbyterians around the corner and around the world to share God’s grace
and endless love. Become a Four for Four congregation by receiving the PC(USA) Special
Offerings: One Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost, Peace & Global Witness, and Christmas Joy.
The four Special Offerings are opportunities for partnership, learning, and witness. Here’s how
your gifts are used:
Peace & Global Witness Offering

One Great Hour of Sharing
Share God’s love with our neighbors-in-need
around the world. Your gift provides relief to
those affected by natural disasters, provides
food to the hungry, and helps to empower the
poor and oppressed.

TYPICALLY
RECEIVED
Easter Sunday,
Passion/Palm
Sunday, or
throughout Lent

Pentecost Offering
Develop and support young people, including
at-risk children. Keep up to 40 percent to
make an impact in your community. The
remaining 60 percent supports Young Adult
Volunteers, Ministries for Youth, and other
ministries of the Presbyterian Mission
Agency.

TYPICALLY
RECEIVED
Pentecost Sunday

Promote the Peace of Christ and address
systems of injustice across the world through
this offering. Retain up to 25 percent to
make an impact in your community. The
remaining 75 percent is shared between mid
councils like Presbytery of the James and the
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate
for peace and justice in cultures of violence,
including our own.

TYPICALLY
RECEIVED
the Season of
Peace, ending on
World Communion
Sunday

Christmas Joy Offering
Honor the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our
Savior, by providing assistance to current
and retired church workers in their time of
need and developing our future leaders at
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges
equipping communities of color.

TYPICALLY
RECEIVED
Advent and
Christmas season

If your congregation is giving to all four offerings, let Presbytery of the James know so we can celebrate your success! If not, we can help you
to grow. Contact Deborah Rexrode, associate for Stewardship, at deborah@presbyteryofthejames.org to share your good news or request
assistance. Learn more about the Special Offerings and find promotional materials at special.offerings.pcusa.org.

Presbyterian Women Gearing Presbyterian Men Announce
Up for 30th Anniversary
Speakers for Annual
The spring gathering of Presbyterian Women of the James will be
Conference
held on May 4 at River Road Presbyterian Church in Richmond.
This day will mark the group’s 30th anniversary. They invite
congregations to share pictures and other memorabilia at this
gathering to celebrate mission work and
programs of Presbyterian Women.
June 6 through 9, Presbyterian Women
will host a synod summer gathering at
Massanetta Springs Camp and Conference
Center. Eugenia Gamble, author of the
2019-2020 HORIZONS Bible Study
“Love Carved in Stone: A Study of The
Ten Commandments,” will be the event’s
keynote speaker.
Visit presbyteryofthejames.com/presbyterian-women for more
information about either event.

Join the Presbyterian Men of Synod of the Mid-Atlantic for a
weekend of inspiring worship, challenging keynotes, and refreshing
recreation. The 2019 conference is July 19-21 at Massanetta Springs
in Harrisonburg.
Speakers
Rev. Tim Tate
Pastor, Blacks Memorial
PC, Monroe, NC

Dr. Richard Boyce
Dean, Union Presbyterian
Seminary, Charlotte, NC

Dr. Rodney Sadler
Professor, Union
Presbyterian Seminary,
Charlotte, NC

Rev. Cameron Lazier
Minister to Students, First
Baptist Church, Lees Summit,
MO

Learn more at midatlanticmen.org.
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WORLD MISSION

Ethiopians Share Blessings of Faith
to People of Their Enemies
“They came all the way from America,
crossing the ocean to visit with us!”
This is frequently how Rev. Albert
Connette and members of Olivet Church in
Charlottesville are introduced during their
visits to Gambella, Ethiopia.
“They make it clear that
our presence is the most
valued gift, not what we
bring, do, or teach,” he
observed.
Olivet has had a global
mission partnership
with the East Gambella
Rev. Albert Connette
Bethel Synod of the
Ethiopian Evangelical
Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) since 2010.
Each summer, Olivet plans and organizes
a visit to Gambella for fellowship and
leadership training.
Presbyterian work in Ethiopia, the second
most populous country in Africa, dates to
1918. Presbyterian missionaries were active
in the Gambella region in the 1950s and
1960s but were forced to leave in 1974 with
the advent of a communist regime.
Twenty years later, after a democratic
republic was established, PC(USA)
appointed mission co-workers Michael and
Rachel Weller to Ethiopia. They serve in the
Gambella region today.

While Ethiopia has struggled with severe
poverty and hunger issues, it now has a
growing economy with a strong middle class.
The majority of members of the East
Gambella Bethel Synod are of Anywaa
ethnicity. They feel gratitude for the
blessings of faith in Christ bestowed by
Presbyterian missionaries.
Recently, the Anywaa have shown the depth
of their faith in response to a worsening
crisis with their neighbors in war-torn
South Sudan.
For years, some members of the Murle
people in South Sudan have crossed the
border to steal cattle and abduct children.
In 2016, however, the attacks intensified.
Armed with automatic weapons, the South
Sudanese raiders killed or wounded many
Anywaa people.
The Anywaa responded not merely by
praying for their enemies as Jesus instructed.
They also established a mission church in
a refugee camp in their region for Murle
people who had fled the conflict in South
Sudan.

Gambella Region,
Ethiopia

bring tears to the eyes of those Presbyterians
who first went to be guests of the Anywaa,
and the Lord who called them to do so.”

Learn more about and view photos
from Olivet Church’s outreach in
Ethiopia at olivetpresbyterian.org/
ethiopian-mission-partnership.

Then, last year, EECMY commissioned two
Anywaa pastors from the East Gambella
Bethel Synod as missionaries to the Murle.
“I can only imagine,” Connette shared, “how
this development must stir the hearts and

Olivet Church’s Juan Wade, Roni Jennings, Cheryl Wetmore Simpson, John Simpson, and
Albert Connette traveled to Ethiopia in 2019. They are pictured above with the
executive leadership team of East Gambella Bethel Synod.

At the East Gambella Bethel Synod Bible School, Olivet Church member Roni
Jennings (standing) tutors students in English.

3218 Chamberlayne Ave.
Richmond, VA 23227
(804) 262-2074
presbyteryofthejames.org
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Presbyterian Children’s Home of the Highlands Raising
$1 Million to Fund Second Century of Service
Since its humble beginnings in 1919, thousands of children have been
helped by Presbyterian Children’s Home of the Highlands (PCHH).
Providing both short- and long-term care, PCHH is a
residential facility in Wytheville for children ages
5 to 17 who have experienced abuse and neglect.
They also offer an independent living program for
young men up to age 21.
As a ministry of the Presbyterian Church
(USA), religious development is an important
part of the care children receive at PCHH.
For many of the children, their time at the
Children’s Home is their first exposure to Jesus
Christ and the principles of Christianity.
Children at PCHH are not only recipients of
generosity; they give back by volunteering. Children’s
Home staff members are active in the community as well.
On September 21, the organization will celebrate its centennial
anniversary. You are invited to their campus to rejoice in 100 years
of ministry. Enjoy food and entertainment while learning about the
home and the services it provides.

“Our mission is validated each time a former resident stops by and
shares what the Home has meant to them and how it impacted their
lives,” shared executive director Billy Rice.
You can become a part of the hope and purpose PCHH
instills in children with your financial gift.
The organization is striving to increase its
endowment fund by $1 million to ensure a
second century of service for children in need.
As of January, they have received more than
$860,000.
Individual donors, churches, and organizations
who contribute $1,000 or more to the 100th
anniversary campaign will be honored in the new
Sarah Ellen Harless Garden of Hope, currently
under construction.

See more photos of life at Presbyterian Children’s Home of the
Highlands and learn about the service they offer at pchh.org.

